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Abstract: This article deals with the rhythm of a word in teaching pronunciation. In the methodology of teaching foreign students 

Russian pronunciation, there is an opinion that errors that arise when reproducing the phonetic structure of a Russian word, belong to 

the most stable and difficult to correct, the rhythm of the Russian word is so unique that it causes a bright accent when mastering the 

Russian pronunciation. Due to the property of the Russian stress to be mobile and different, and due to the polysyllabic structure of 

words in the Russian language, a large number of rhythmic patterns. In the Russian language, there are about a hundred phonetic word 

structures, of which about ten are most often used in colloquial speech. 
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The concept of a model as applied to a language does not have 

an unambiguous content. In modern linguistics and language 

teaching methods, this concept is widely used, for example, 

phonetic model, syntactic, morphological model.  The model is 

intended to generalize, to help build not only those typical 

linguistic objects that take place in linguistic practice, but also 

those that are in principle admissible, although they are not 

found in speech practice. 

   For active proficiency in the language, it is necessary to 

master all language models, including phonetic ones, since 

there is no doubt that understanding even a grammatically 

correctly composed sentence will be difficult if its sound, 

pronunciation structure is disturbed: pronunciation of sounds, 

rhythm of a word, intonation. The phonetic model belongs to 

the category of the least perceived linguistic phenomena, 

therefore, speaking about the rhythm of a word, it should be 

noted that each rhythmic model contains an intuitive idea of the 

speaker and listener about the rhythm of each word and the 

entire speech flow as a whole. The rhythmic element of speech 

is imprinted in the mind so firmly that often, recalling a 

forgotten word, we first recall its rhythmic form: the number of 

syllables and the place of stress.   When teaching the rhythm of 

the Russian word it is necessary to remember the position that  

the phonetic structure of the Russian word is perceived by non-

Russians through the prism of their phonological 

representations. Stand out three possible options for 

interference. 

1. Rhythmic organization of the native language poorer than the 

rhythmic organization of the studied. In this case, native 

speakers will not hear all the differences that take place in the 

target language. For example, native speakers with fixed stress 

will violate Russian rhythm of the word, striving for a constant 

place of stress. Poles are pulling Russian stress on the 

penultimate syllable, the French - for the last one, etc. 

2. Rhythmic organization of the native language richer than the 

rhythmic organization of the studied. Then the following 

pattern is observed: the richer the rhythmic diversity the 

student's native language, the more differences he hears in 

Russian speech, including those that are insignificant for the 

Russian. For example, a Serb easily picks up in Russian 

accented musical differences that the Russian does not hear. 

3. In some areas, rhythmic the organization of the two 

languages may have similarities. And in this case, the rhythm 

of the Russian word is often distorted as a result mismatching 

thresholds differences in rhythmic units. 
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So, Russian and English have one general law: reduction of 

vowels in unstressed position. But in English this law is 

presented differently than in Russian, without taking into 

account the ascending sonority of the vowels. As a result of this 

discrepancy, native English speakers violate the amount of 

Russian reduced vowel in the pre-stressed position. The 

dominant feature of this alternation is the stressed syllable, and 

various the relationship between percussion and non-percussion 

syllables create a rhythmic organization the words. The decisive 

factor in the rhythm of the word it is not the strength of stress, 

but the frequency alternating stressed and unstressed syllables. 

There are two types of disorders that arise when learning the 

rhythm of the Russian word non-Russians: 

1) when pronouncing a stressed syllable, a change in the 

stressed vowel in degree of intensity, duration and tone; 

2) a change in the duration of the reduced vowels in the 

direction of its increase, or decrease in various phonetic 

positions of the word. The causes of these violations are 

interrelated, they must be considered in the system of the whole 

word forms. It is known that in Russian pronunciation 

variability in duration in pronunciation reduced, but at the same 

time the total duration of the word always tends to a constant 

value. Have natural speakers have an intuitive idea of the total 

duration words, about their rhythmic structure, therefore a 

change in the duration towards its decrease or increase is a 

signal incorrect perception of the rhythm of the whole word. 

These provisions relate to phonetic the structure of a word as an 

ideal unit, then is outside the flow of speech. When teaching the 

rhythm of the Russian word non-Russians at the initial stage, it 

is important to take into account the ideal phonetic composition 

of the word, which is easy to identify with full style 

pronunciation. It must be remembered that the student's ear is 

deaf to foreign language subtleties, and only especially 

emphasizing these subtleties, for example, the pronunciation of 

Russian reduced vowels, you can draw the attention of students 

to them, develop the right articulation from them. 
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